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Brushes & BrIstles facts

I want to know which type of bristle works best for me.

10 years ago, we spoke about brush styles and the results a particular style was best able 
to accomplish. until recently, the type of brush (rounder, cushion, vent, styling) determined 
what one could do.

Now, due to multiple combinations of various bristle types with different brush bristle block 
sections, it is more appropriate to discuss what combination can do what.

I will describe different types of bristles, and then I will bring different types of brush styles 
into the picture so you can see the complexity facing you, the spornette brush user.

let’s coVer the BrIstle BasIcs…

BOAR

as the name implies, boar bristles come from the hair of boars. these bristles are similar in 
many ways to human hair in structure. Boar bristles come from domesticated animals. they
are part of ‘everything on, from and in a pig being put to good use except the oink’ concept.

There are basically 3 variations of boar bristle combinations offered:
• 100% boar.
• Reinforced with same length nylon bristles.
• Porcupine bristle tufts featuring boar and longer (usually white) nylon bristles.

Boar bristles are ideal for:
• Catching and holding hair for styling and setting curls. This means that the bristles create
the ‘tension’ one wants when gripping hair for better styling or setting results.
• Catching and holding hair for straightening strands in conjunction with hair straightening 
liquids and, many times, with the aid of a hair dryer.

Boar bristles will:
• Distribute natural oils through the hair.
• Strip the hair of dead hair strands.
• Create a shiny, healthy look by closing the hair strand cuticles so light is reflected.



NYLON

nylon (or synthetic plastic) bristles have the capability of penetrating into and going through 
any hair texture.

Most nylon bristles have a degree of flexibility so that if a snarl is present, the bristles will 
tend to “give” so that snarl will slide over the bristle.

unless nylon bristles are either very thick or made with certain additives, they tend to get 
soft and may even melt under too much heat from a hair dryer. our vents have ball tips to 
promote gentleness while drying, styling, and volumizing.

ION/TOURMALINE/NANO SILVER TECHNOLOGY

certain natural minerals which, when ground up and added to the raw materials which 
become plastic and nylon bristles, enable these bristles to emit negative ions while hair 
is being brushed. please note that while many bristles are made with tourmaline or ion 
emitting powders, the ions are only emited when the bristles are being used in conjuntion 
with a tool that emits warm/hot hair. these ions are said to make hair shiny and supple. 
this is because water molecules are broken into smaller molecules due to the negative ions 
emitted by the bristles.

the smaller molecules more easily enter the hair strand promoting supple, stronger, 
healthier, more moist strands.

nano silver technology has developed additives that, when added to bristles, help
eliminate odor causing bacteria. this makes hair smell fresh and look cleaner.



WIRE PIN

Wire pin bristles are used on hair pieces and occasionally on tangled, snarly hair. due to the
inability of the pins to “give”, they will literally brush through any snarl or tangle.

Which brush type will give me the results I want?

VENT

A vent brush has openings through which air from a hair dryer can flow. The vents prevent air 
from blowing hair off a solid brush which can happen on non-vented brushes.

CUSHION

all cushion brushes feature a rubber or synthetic pad into which bristles are secured. the 
size, shape, and thickness of the cushion helps determine, along with the texture of the
brush bristles, the amount of “give” the bristles have.

the basic oval shaped cushion brush is what people have used for generations to brush out 
hair, and when used with nylon bristles, it also stimulates the scalp.
paddle brushes (usually rectangular) are popular for mousse and gel distribution.
the bristle patterns on paddles are usually randomly set so all hair strands are ‘brushed’ and 
mousses and gels are more thoroughly distributed.



ROUNDER

rounders enable one to literally roll hair over or under the brush.
rounders are made with nylon bristles, ion emitting nylon bristles, and/or all three variations
of boar bristles.

If the brush has boar bristles, one can wrap hair completely around the brush for styling or 
straightening. the bristles will hold the hair onto the bristle section.

nylon bristles on rounder brushes permit one to penetrate into most hair textures and go 
through hair for brushing out sections.

If the bristles are very short, one can, while using a dryer and an aerated brush, rotate the 
brush through hair very rapidly for setting bangs, flips, and small curls. Many of these very 
popular short bristled brushes feature aerated barrels.

most rounders feature straight bristle rows; all tufts are the same length measured from the 
brush core which is straight, not concave or convex.

However, Spornette, starting in the late 80’s, offered concave, hour glass shaped brush cores 
and bristle row patterns that tend to prevent hair from slipping off the ends of a brush as hair 
is gathered towards the brush center.

many rounders feature metal barrels that assist in more rapidly drying hair sections. While 
some are solid pieces of aluminum or similar heat absorbing metals, the large majority of 
metal cores are aerated and feature bristles, which are relatively short compared to the bar-
rel’s diameters. They are used primarily for setting bangs, flips, and curls.

ceramic powders are often added onto a metal barrel and rapidly heat up to dry hair quickly 
when used with a hair dryer. the ceramic additives radiate heat to assist in drying hair more 
rapidly. the barrel heats up more uniformly, reducing hot spots.

CARE MUST BE TAKEN TO MAKE SURE ONE DOES NOT LAY A HEAT CERAMIC BARREL ON 
ONE’S FACE. THE BARREL IS DESIGNED TO GET HOT, VERY HOT, AND ONE CAN BURN 
THEMSELVES IF ONE IS NOT CAREFUL. IF IT FEELS TO HOT ON YOUR FACE, IT IS. DON’T 
BURN YOURSELF. DON’T BURN YOUR CLIENTS.

as a general rule, the smaller the diameter of a rounder, the smaller the hair section
length to be brushed or styled. conversely, the longer the section to be worked on,
the larger the brush diameter. you cannot roll/gather a 4 inch section of hair on a 1 inch 
diameter rounder; you cannot roll/gather hair on hair. This is why we offer several different 
diameter rounds in the same ‘brush family’. A right diameter for just about any hair length.



STYLING AND FINISHING

There is a family of brushes called styling and finishing brushes which is basically a “catch-all” 
category. many styling brushes are the basic 5 and 7 row brushes used to brush one’s hair. 
Rubber based relatively stiff nylon bristles, and hot air styling brushes are also in this cate-
gory. Wooden boar bristle finishing brushes complete this category. These finishing brushes 
usually give a final touch to the hair style.

A stylist knows what works in different brush styles in varying sizes, the stylist (and you) can
readily find a brush style that works for you.

I want to know how to style, set a curl, create a ‘flip’ look, and/or create a lot 
of lift to my straight hair.

tWo thInGs fIrst…

1. determine the length of the hair section to be styled.
the basic rule of thumb is that the shorter the hair section, the smaller the overall 
diameter of the round brush. the longer the hair section, the larger the brush
diameter. the reason is that if you style long hair on a small diameter rounder, 
you will be ‘rolling’ hair on top of hair already gathered on the brush, therefore 
not getting the ‘holding’ power needed to effectively style hair.

2. choose the proper spornette round brush...

  Fine hair    Staggered bristle length pure boar bristles 
      (often reinforced with equal length nylon bristles
	 	 	 	 	 	 to	give	necessary	 bristle	tuft	stiffness	to	penetrate
      and brush easily).
   
  Medium to thick hair  Boar and longer (usually white) nylon bristle tufts.
  
  Thicker hair    Nylon bristles... usually ball tipped for gentleness.



HOW TO SET A CURL

start at the nape (the hair closest to your scalp) and rotate your brush upwards as you work 
the brush towards the end of the hair section. use a dryer, positioned underneath the round-
er and use quick hot air ‘shots’ at the root area till dry. this gives the hair a lot of lift. then, di-
rect the hair as you revolve the brush from the ends rolling down towards the root area until
completely dry.

Before taking the brush out, apply cold air from your dryer. this will, as professionals say, “set 
the curl”.

HOW TO CREATE A “FLIP” EFFECT

Brush through the hair from the scalp area (crown) as you dry it, towards the hair section 
end. When you get to the end, revolve the brush upward and apply heat underneath the 
brush till each section is dry. Apply cold air shots to set the flip in place.

HOW TO SET TENDRILS, BANGS, SHORT CURLS

use a short nylon bristled metal barreled aerated rounder as you apply hot air over 
the hair as it lies on the metal brush barrel. for longer hair sections, use a larger 
diameter aerated rounder featuring short nylon bristles.

HOW TO CREATE “LIFT”

place brush on top of the scalp and brush downward 2 inches and then slide the brush back 
1 inch to grip the hair. Give the brush 1/2 turn and lift it up and out of the hair; apply heat 
towards the same direction as you lift the hair for a lasting lift.



I want to know how to straighten my curly hair.

you can use eIther cushIon Brushes or round Brushes (rounders).

CUSHION

1. choose the proper cushion brush based upon hair texture.

 Fine hair    Pure boar bristles 
 Medium to thick hair  Tufts with boar and longer nylon (usually white) bristles  
 Thickest hair    Nylon bristles

2. Adjust the heat on your hair dryer to medium.

3. start brushing from the scalp (crown) toward the end of the hair section and apply heat 
from as directly above the brush section as possible onto the brush. repeat brushing 
throughout the hair from crown to section end till the combination of the brushing and the 
gentle, warm air straightens your hair.

ROUND

1. choose the proper round brush based upon hair texture..

 Fine hair    Staggered length pure boar bristles (usually reinforced with  
     equal length nylon bristles)
 Medium to thick hair  Boar and longer nylon (usually white) bristles 
 Thickest hair    Nylon bristles... usually ball tipped for gentleness

2. start underneath a hair section, closest to the scalp, and rotate your rounder in a straight 
direction towards the end of a hair section, wrapping the hair relatively tightly onto the brush.
Apply gentle warm air directly onto the hair section closest to the dryer so the full effect of 
the heat will assist in hair straightening.



I want to create a lot of volume while drying and styling my hair.

choose a Vented aIr styler you feel comfortaBle usInG.

Vent brushes are vented to permit heated air to circulate through the brush. this enables hair 
to dry evenly and quickly with maximum control.

there are 2 styles of vents...
 One style is open at the sides - this is the skeleton style 
 One style is closed at the sides - this is the styling vent style

most bristles are heat resistant which means you can apply heat directly onto the hair and 
bristle sections. however, you must use common sense and not overheat the hair! Vents
should be tipped for gentleness.

to maXImIZe Volume

For medium to longer hair sections...

 towel dry your hair.

 apply mousse or gel by the roots of your hair.

 tilt your head downward and brush hair from the roots outward in an upward 
 direction while applying heat from a dryer.

 Brush hair towards the front so it goes against the root’s growth pattern. 

 When completely dry, use the dryers’ cold button for maximum support.

On the very top of the hair. . .

 Brush from the front to the back against the direction of the roots’ growth pattern, 
 as hair on the top or front of your scalp tends to grow forward.

 Apply heat as this creates a lot of lift on the crown. When dry, flip the hair back
 for a full volume look.

To get a slight flip or to frame your face...

 use the outer rows of your brush to gather and hold the end of a hair section.

 Bend the hair over the outer rows in the direction you like and use hot air to
 direct the flip.


